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- In making decisions, government must consider the
environmental effects of its actions in undertaking

projects of its own or in pr01ects of others that it may
permit or fund. | \a _K

- The process of eﬁ'nnronmental review is intended to
be action-forcing and requires government to take a
hard look at the effects that proposed projects will
have on the environment.
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National Level:
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
42 U.S.C. § 4321 - § 4327__._....

State Level: -
Minnesota Enwronmehtal Pollcy Act of 1973
Minn. Stat. § 1160 01 - § 116D.06

Similarities, Differences / Coordination
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NEPA - "major Federal actions significantly affecting
the quality of the human ,environment"

MEPA - “when there is potentlal for significant
environmental effects respltmg from any major
government actloq | L ul

Actions Broadly Defined:

“Projects that government, in whole or in part,
conducts, permits, assists, finances, regulates or
approves”
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1) Categorical Exclusions

2) Environmenta__l___ A’fgle'”ssménts

3) Environméhtal Impact Statements
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- Scoping/Screening -
- Purpose & Need

- Alternatives ¢
. Enwronmen@l Effects
- Mitigations”

- Decisions




e
Environmental Review 101 %MMA

“include(s) the natural and physical
environment and the relationship of the
people with that environment™,

Project’s Socigﬁl,,;ajhd“Ec“c;nomic Effects

Executive Order 12898 - Federal Actions to
Address Environmental Justice in Minority
Populations and Low-Income Populations
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Flexibility in Added Cost

Incorporating of Design
Design Options Modifications

LOW

Planning & Preliminary Final Permitting Construction  Maintenance
Scoping Design Design
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