Meeting Notes Northside Transportation Group
Introductions
Updates:  County: The County is applying for a livability study/analysis to be done.  This will push the deadline for the RFP for the DEIS back.  
We wanted to talk about economic development opportunities today- we have heard about fear now we want to start talking about the benefits:
Jim Erkle Presentation:
Transit serves three economic functions: basic mobility, congestion relief, and location efficiency.  The greatest net benefit comes from location efficiency.
TOD is an approach to development that takes advantage of the opportunities provided by access to high-quality public transportation.
TOD should:
· Reduce transportation costs for households;
·  Increase access to the regional job market;
·  Improve public health through increased walking and bicycling and reduced vehicle emissions;
·  Increase private investment; and Provide other economic benefits from increased concentration of activity in commercial and transit nodes  
Examples of TOD: 
Fruitvale Village, Oakland, CA: 100 million in redevelopment of mix-use infrastructure. This was a conduit between the Bart station and neighborhood- creating a path (literally) for local businesses to make money. The community (predominantly Latino) decided what they wanted this to look like.
Denver, Colorado: T-REX (4.2 Billion dollars in investment before the first train was running). 
Phoenix, Arizona: METRO: Surpassed ridership forecasts immediately.  TOD investments 6.1 billion between 7.4 billion
Portland, Oregon: Interstate MAX: TIF opportunities- business grants for storefront improvements. 
Comments:
In Minneapolis 55 % of homeowners are over 55.  There should somehow be a way to balance new transit opportunities and property taxes. 
Have communities in the past fixed taxes- if not it may only aid people with upward mobility. 
We should put a package together to meet and address livability issues. Employment should be included in this.
Policy work should be done that includes TIF/ tax policies
We need to look at this through a racial equity lens and protect the people who live here from displacement.  We need to create policy, organize and engage.  People who live here should be planning for this… community engagement.
RFP feedback:
When investigating past DEIS’s the consultant noticed that in the Southwest Corridor DEIS the consultants needed to consider and address issues raised by the community.
The consultant outlined what we should ask for in terms of the RFP for the DEIS.  This is what was mentioned in the memo as items that typically are not addressed but would make the DEIS show the entire picture:
· TOD economic potential should be considered.  Not just considering current zoning but also changes in zoning due to land use changes because of LRT.
·  New employment and reverse commuting should be thoroughly analyzed. (Which route would connect people with new employment opportunities?)
· When considering the Input Output economic model used in transportation planning, it lacks it telling the full story of true inputs and true outputs.  For instance this model should consider the money spent in a community because of new employment opportunities for the people in the community.  It should also consider that when LRT access is brought into a community there will be more taxes paid in and less public assistance paid out because more people will have the opportunity for employment and thus need less public assistance.  
We then discussed other potential topics for the DEIS RFP including:
· Potential impact on seniors
· Potential impact on youth
· Racial and ethnic impacts
· Opportunity to add a community input process into the RFP
We then started to discuss the agenda for the larger meeting.  Some ideas for the larger meeting include:
· Break-out sessions (small group conversations)
· A date for the meeting potentially September. 



